Study Guide for Swallows of Kabul Chapters 1-4 p. 1-60

[bookmark: _GoBack]Directions:	Answer these questions as fully as possible using complete sentences. 

1. What do you learn about Kabul and Afghanistan in the introductory chapter? Why do you think it will be important?
2. What is your first impression of Atiq? What kind of person does he seem? Why?
3. What do the men’s actions tell about the treatment of women by the Taliban? Why?
4. What is your first impression of Mohsen Ramat? What kind of person does he seem? Why?
5. Why doesn’t Mohsen work? What effect does that have on his life? 
6. What is Mohsen’s reaction to the stoning of the woman? Why do you think he reacts that way?
7. What effect does Atiq’s job have on him? Why?
8. How does Atiq deal with his wife’s illness? Is this treatment paradoxical? Why, or why not?
9. Who is Mirza Shah, and what is his relationship to Atiq?
10. What is Shah’s solution to Atiq’s problem with his wife? Why do you think he offers this solution?
11. How does Atiq react to Shah’s solution? Why do you think he reacts this way?
12. How does Mohsen first meet Atiq? What happens to Atiq as a result?
13. What is revealed about Mohsen during his conversation with his wife? 
14. What is Zunaira’s reaction to Mohsen’s revelation about the stoning? What does this tell you about her? What does it tell you about Mohsen? Why?
15. How does Atiq feel about the elderly of Kabul? Why do you think he feels this way?
16. How does Atiq feel about people in general? Why do you think he feels this way?
17. What is revealed by the old soldier’s stories? Which story is more believable?  Why?
18. Why do they say that the dead don’t stink? What does this reveal about their religious beliefs?
19. What happens when Atiq gets home? Why is this unusual?
20. How does Musarrat feel about being sick? How is that different from  Atiq’s feelings?
21. Why doesn’t Atiq want to talk to Musarrat? What would you do in Atiq’s place? Why?
22. Why does Atiq leave the house?
23. Why does Mohsen leave his house?
24. What do you think is going to happen next?
